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Abstract

Internally cooled or heated liquid desiccant—air contact units can be used for effective air dehumidification or desiccant regeneration,
respectively. One-dimensional differential equations were utilized in the present study to describe the heat and mass transfer processes
with parallel/counterflow configurations. The effects of solution film heat and mass transfer resistances, the variations of solution mass
flow rate, non-unity values of Lewis factor and incomplete surface wetting conditions were all considered in the differential model. On
considering the relatively narrow ranges of operating conditions in a specified application, the equilibrium humidity ratio of desiccant
solution was assumed to be a linear function of its temperature and concentration. Constant approximations of some properties and
coeflicients were further made to render the coupled equations linear. The differential equations were rearranged and an analytical solu-
tion was developed for newly defined parameters. For four possible flow arrangements and three types of commonly used liquid desiccant
solutions, results of analytical solutions were compared with those of numerical integrations over a wide range of operating conditions,
and the agreement was found to be quite satisfactory. Further, the heat and mass transfer performances were analyzed and some guid-

ance to improve the unit design was provided.
© 2007 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
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1. Introduction

Liquid desiccant cooling system driven by solar energy
or other heat sources has been emerged as a potential alter-
native or as a supplement to conventional vapor compres-
sion (V-C) systems for cooling and air conditioning.
Dehumidification and regeneration are the key processes.
Internally cooled or heated liquid desiccant—air contact
units have been widely concerned for their potential appli-
cations in effective air dehumidification, desiccant regener-
ation or high capacity energy storage systems [1-5].

The internally cooled or heated liquid desiccant—air con-
tact units will generally be categorized either as coil-type
[1-3,6-13] or plate type [14,15] heat and mass exchangers.
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In coil-type exchangers, the cooling or heating fluid flows
inside the coil-tubes while the desiccant solution flows over
the outer surface of the tube banks in direct contact with
the air. The flow pattern of coil-type exchangers can be
easily arranged as parallel/counterflow configurations
[1-3,6-10]. Due to the difficulty in manufacturing, plate
type exchangers are usually as crossflow pattern. Kessling
et al. [4,5] designed and manufactured a new type of dehu-
midifiers where the cooling fluid flows inside the tube-like
channels within double plates and the flow pattern is in
generally parallel/countercurrent flow configurations. Jain
et al. [16] tested a falling film tubular type of absorber,
where both air and solution flow inside the tubes from
top to bottom while the cooling water is circulated through
the shell from bottom to top.

Different mathematical models have been developed for
the internally cooled or heated liquid desiccant-air contact
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Nomenclature

a interface area for heat transfer per unit length of
the exchanger (m?/m)

ar fluid-to-solution heat transfer area per unit
length of the exchanger (m?/m)

am interface area for mass transfer per unit length
of the exchanger (m*/m)

A coefficients matrix in Eq. (25)

bij,kij elements of coefficients matrices B and K,
respectively

By—B, constants in Eqgs. (11) and (14) etc.

B coefficients matrix in Eq. (35)

¢ specific heat capacity (kJ/ kg °C)

Cpda specific heat capacity of dry air (kJ/ kg °C)

C;,Cf solution and fluid to dry air heat capacity rate
ratios, respectively

C1—Cs3 coefficients in Eq. (30)

d a constant in Eq. (37)

D, a coefficient in Eq. (37)

e, e;  coefficients in Eq. (15)

¢(NTUy) diagonal matrix defined in Eq. (34)

E identity matrix

F coefficients matrix in Eq. (39)

g constants vector in Eq. (39)

h specific enthalpy (kJ/kg)

Rap heat of absorption or desorption Aa, = hy — hy
(kJ/kg)

hpg interface-to-air convective mass transfer coeffi-
cient (kg/m”s)

hpL solution-to-interface convective mass transfer
coefficient (kg/m? s)

hig 0 evaporation heat of pure water at reference tem-
perature (0 °C) (kJ/kg)

heg a normalized heat of evaporation at reference
condition (0 °C)

hg interface-to-air convective heat transfer coeffi-
cient (kW/m? °C)

hy, solution-to-interface convective heat transfer
coefficient (kW/m? °C)

I partial enthalpy of water in desiccant solution
hw = hs — 3¢ (kI/kg)

K coefficients matrix in Eq. (30)

Ly, Lg, Ls lengths in the directions of air, fluid and solu-
tion streams, respectively

Les Lewis factor

7] mass flow rate (kg/s)

mg air to solution mass flow rate ratio
NTU number of air side heat transfer units

NTU, dimensionless coordinate defined as
dNTU, = NTUdx;

P—P, coefficients in Egs. (18) and (19)

r a ratio of heat transfer capacitances

Ry water vapor to dry air specific heat capacity
ratio

Ry air phase to solution phase heat transfer coeffi-

cients ratio

Rip air phase to solution phase mass transfer coeffi-
cients ratio

t temperature (°C)

U overall heat transfer coefficient between fluid
and solution (kW/m? °C)

w humidity ratio (kg/kg(a))

Xa,Xf,Xs space coordinates originated from the inlets of
air, fluid and solution streams, respectively

Y function variable vector defined in Eq. (26)

Greek symbols
A change of or difference between parameters

0,4,0r flow direction indicators for air and fluid
streams, respectively

U dimensionless temperatures defined in Eq. (23)

A1 ~ A3 roots of the characteristic equation

o surface wettability

13 desiccant concentration (Kggai/K€solution)

Subscripts

a of air or on air side

av averaged value

B bottom position

e of air in equilibrium with desiccant solution

f of fluid stream

1 inlet

I at interface

max  maximum value

min minimum value

o outlet

S of, at or in equilibrium with bulk solution

T top position

v of water vapor

X local position

Superscripts

a of analytical results

n results by numerical integration of the one

dimensional differential equations

units. Generally, the bulk flow model of energy and mass
balance equations for an air stream, a solution stream
and a cooling or heating fluid stream were utilized to
describe the heat and mass transfer performances. One-
dimensional models were utilized for parallel/countercur-

rent flow configurations [1-10,16]. Two-dimensional mod-
els were developed by Khan et al. [12,13] for the cross
flow type absorbers where the refrigerant or coolant water
flows in counterflow direction to the process air and in
cross-flow direction to the solution. More complicated
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differential models [14,17] concerns with the absorption
processes coupled with evaporative cooling in the alterna-
tive channels. Heat and mass transfer resistances between
the bulk film of solution and the film surface were often
neglected [4-10,12-14,16,17]. Thus overall gas phase heat
and mass transfer coefficients should better be utilized to
obtain more accurate simulation results. In Hellmann
and Grossman’s model [3], solution film heat and mass
transfer resistances were introduced in their model equa-
tions. The outer surface of the tube banks was assumed
to be uniformly wetted and Lewis factor was assumed to
be equal to unity. However, the conditions of non-unity
values of Lewis factor and incomplete surface wetting
conditions were observed and addressed by many investi-
gators. Peng and Howell [6,7] had taken the effects of
incomplete surface wetting conditions into their one-
dimensional differential models, where the effect of non-
unity values of Lewis factor and fin efficiency factor was
also considered in a combined parameter. Howell et al.
[8] performed simulations and experiments on a coil-type
absorber using TEG as desiccant. MR was varied from 1
to 15. It was found that the experimental data could be cor-
related with predictions of a simulation model only if a
very small fraction of the exchanger surface was supposed
to be wetted by the desiccant solution. Further, some com-
putational results of a fully three dimensional model for the
coupled heat and mass transfer between a desiccant film
and air in cross-flow (Park et al. [11]) showed a higher mass
transfer and a lower heat transfer than observed in the
experiment, indicating that a part of the fin surface was
not wetted. In determining the mass transfer coefficients
from experimental data, Kessling et al. [4,5] found that bet-
ter results were also obtained for small MR values or with
improved surface wetting conditions. By comparing the
model predictions with the experimental data, Jain et al.
[16] suggested two wetness factors to account for the
effect of improper wetting on the heat and mass transfer
performances. For simplicity, several differential models
neglected the effect of the variation of solution mass flow
rate on the solution mass balance equation [6-8,16] and
on the energy balance equations [6—8]. Sometimes, the sen-
sible heat of water vapor in calculating the moist air
enthalpy was not accounted for [9]. Some other investiga-
tors did not distinguish the latent heat of vaporization of
pure water from the enthalpy of water vapor transferred
[10] or the absorption heat for water vapor into solution
[16]. For better simulations, a general one-dimensional
model should take into consideration the effects of the solu-
tion film heat and mass transfer resistances, non-unity val-
ues of Lewis factor, incomplete surface wetting conditions,
the variation of solution mass flow rate and sensible heat of
water vapor on mass and/or energy balance equations.
For optimum design of desiccant cooling systems and
annual energy performance analyses, it is most desirable
to obtain an analytical solution to the general differential
equations. Hellmann and Grossman [3] developed an ana-
lytical model. In deduction, however, the mass transfer

coefficients on the solution side and air side were assumed
to be equal and the solution film heat transfer resistance
was neglected. Further, the averaged heat transfer potential
between the solution and the cooling or heating fluid was
approximated by a logarithmic mean temperature differ-
ence. In addition, it was assumed that both the water con-
tent and enthalpy of air at the solution—air interface change
linearly along the space coordinate. Khan [13] provided an
easy to use model similar to the effectiveness-NTU method
for a two stream counter flow heat exchanger. However,
the generality of the analytical expression is not acceptable
without theoretical justification. In the present study, the
general differential equations were rearranged and an ana-
lytical solution was developed. For the four possible flow
arrangements of the parallel/counterflow configurations
and three types of commonly used liquid desiccant solu-
tions, results of analytical solutions were compared with
those of numerical integrations over a wide range of oper-
ating conditions and the agreement was found to be quite
satisfactory. Further, the heat and mass transfer perfor-
mances were analyzed and some guidance to improve the
unit design was provided.

2. Physical model

The physical model for the internally cooled or heated
liquid desiccant-air contact units can be shown schemati-
cally in Fig. 1a. In this model, a wettability factor was uti-
lized to describe the effect of incomplete surface wetting
conditions. Also, Lewis factor was not necessary set as
unity even for the uniformly wetted conditions.

However, as found in many conventional practices
[2-10,12-14,16,17], the following assumptions were still
adopted in the present study:

(1) zero wall, air thermal and moisture diffusivity in the
flow directions;

Fluid Desiccant Fluidin Solutionin Air out
stream  solution mg,t,  omgt, & m,,td,
IG G 1 / ha+dha
i l l i W, +dW,

A L B !
1 $ i !
t, ;\\} 51 i !
! : ! ;
! s I ! .
1 \. t 1
i O i
: NWH / .
! X, ! Fluid out Solution out Air in
: = : Wy, to4dt,  mgtdmg g, t,
A. ’ t.Y +th hﬂ’ Wa
ir
E+de

(a) Schematic of the (b) A differential element

exchanger

Fig. 1. Physical model of internally heated/cooled liquid desiccant-air
contact unit.
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(2) no heat transfer to the surroundings;

(3) constant specific heats of air, solution and the fluid,
constant heat and mass transfer coefficients, constant
surface wettability and constant Lewis factor along
the height of the exchanger.

The present study was confined to the cases with mass
flow rate of desiccant solution being much greater then
the minimum required by the equilibrium calculation so
that the changes in the concentration and the flow rate
would be relatively small (e.g., with MR = 0.64-18.67 for
the cases to be discussed in Section 6). For higher MR val-
ues, however, the accuracy of the analytical model to be
developed would be reduced.

3. Differential equations

By principles of energy and mass conservation, a set of
differential equations can be obtained for a differential ele-
ment as shown in Fig. 1b as follows:

Energy balance equation for air

madh, = [hga(ty — t,) + hyihpcan (W1 — W,)|L.dx, (1)
Mass balance equation for air

o dW, = hpgamLa (W1 — W,)dx, ()
Energy balance equation for fluid stream

mgepedty = UapLe(t — t;)dXe (3)
Energy balance equation for the differential element
d(rnshs) + mgcyedty - Op + tirydhy - 8, =0 4)
Mass balance equation for the differential element

%dfs = —9,m,dW, (5)

S

drity = —

Mass balance equation for solution—air interface

—hpLam (& — &) = hpcam (W1 — W) (6)
Energy balance equation for solution—air interface
hra(ty — t1) = hga(t; — tu) + hap1hpgam (W1 — W) (7)

In above equations, dx, =dx,/L,, dx, =dx,/L; and
dx; = dx¢/L¢ represent differential dimensionless coordi-
nates with respect to the flow lengths. For the parallel/
counterflow configurations, we have L, =L, =1L;=1L.
0, = dx,/dx, and o; = dx;/dx; are flow direction indicators
for air and fluid streams, respectively, and will be equal to
+1, depending on the flow arrangements as shown in
Fig. 2. hypy = hy1 — fzwwl is the heat of absorption or desorp-
tion at interface conditions.

The above equations are incomplete and other equations
should be supplemented. For specific enthalpy of moist air,
the following equation applies:

ha = (Cp,da + Wacpv)ta + Wahfg,O (8)

For energy change of desiccant solution, the Gibbs equa-
tion applies

arsfs b sa
| | | |
' di,  6,=1 oy 6=l
:ﬁs 5a:_1 :C&a 5a:1
T :_Cﬁa T :—Cﬁf
a A
(o] s d fsa
| | ||
& o= W& 6
=dx, 6,=-1 =, &5, =1
ol -
f a

a— air stream, f — fluid stream, s-—solution film

Fig. 2. Four different flow arrangements in internally heated/cooled liquid
desiccant-air contact units.
d(tishy) = tsCpdty + hy odiing (9)
Egs. (1)~(9) should be integrated subjecting to the fol-
lowing boundary conditions:
ta =ty Wa = Wa,i
ts = ts,i7 és = fsia ms = msﬁi

for Xf = 0

forx, =0
forx, =0 (10)
tr = tr;

In integration, the equilibrium humidity ratio and other
properties of desiccant solution are functions of its temper-
ature and concentration and can be calculated according to
an accurately fitted equation of the published data [18,19].

4. Deduction of dimensionless differential equations

Rearrange Egs. (1)—(4) and (8)—(9) to give

1
dr, = z (1 — t,)NTUdx, (11)
1
dw, = (W; — w,) -2 NTUdx, (12)
Lef
dty = —(t; — 1) %NTUd}’cf (13)
£
C: By Bk,

.= —0r—Ldt; — 0, —dt, — 9, Edw, 14
dt, ¢ c: dty — 0, C dt, — 0, c daw, (14)
In above equations, By = (1 + W.R.), B = Bo/[l 4+ Ry
L_:'f (WI - Wa)] and BZ - (hv,a - hs,w)/hfg,0~ hv,a - hfg,() +

¢ta is the specific enthalpy of water vapor in air. The def-
initions of the other grouped parameters in Eqgs. (11)—(14)
are given as follows:

NTU = (hgal)/(macpda) the number of air side sensible
heat transfer units;
r=ges @ ratio of sensible heat transfer capacitances;

% 1itsCps * g Cpf
C; =-—""and Cf =
My Cp da MyCp da

dry air heat capacity rate ratios, respectively;

solution to dry air and fluid to
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;lfg = hgy0/cpaa a normalized heat of evaporation at refer-
ence condition (0 °C);

Rey = ¢pv/cpda Water vapor to dry air specific heat capacity
ratio;

Ler = hg/(hpgepda) Lewis factor for air water mixture;

o = amv/a surface wettability.

The total differential of equilibrium humidity ratio is

dW. = e, dt; + e:d¢ (15)
Here ¢, = aapf“ and e %VZ“ For a relatively narrow range of

operating condltlons the equilibrium humidity ratio can be
approximated as a linear function of the solution tempera-
ture and concentration. Thus, both e, and e: can be
approximated as constant coefficients for a specified appli-
cation. Integrating Eq. (15) from interface to bulk solution
gives an approximate relation as

Ws— WI :e,(ts—tl)—&-eé(és—fl) (16)
Substitute Eq. (6) into Eq. (16) to give
WS — WI = et(ts — l[) + ethD(Wa — WI) (17)

Here Rup = hpg/hpL represents the ratio of gas phase mass
transfer coefficient to the liquid phase mass transfer coeffi-
cient. Solving Egs. (7) and (17) simultaneously gives

1 P, P, t—t,
Wy=——W,+ W, — _ 18
"Y1+ p 1+ P L+Py I, (18)
ti = (1 = Py)ty + Psty — Pahg (Wi — W) (19)

(o 4 L 1 (1=P; G
(c; + c;)r o ( By — By TP ch)

r

A = (a;)3,3 o
e,ﬁfg e,h,g By(1-P3) l P3 o
c cr + B3y TPr Ter

Here
habl a
P = _eiRhD_'_h — —
re0 Ler

Py, = e,ﬁfgl_FR—hR
1 —e:Rup
(1+ Pl)e,i_zfg
Py +e:Rip
(1 —i—Pl)erfg

Ry = hg/he

3= 2

4 =

Substitute Eqs. (18) and (19) into Eqgs. (11) and (12) to give

dty = [(1— P)(1s — 1) ~ Pl (W, ~ W) INTUdE, (20)
1
P, 1 o -
AW, =|-—— (- W, —w,)|-ZNTUdx,
(1+P1)hfg( ) 1+P ( ) Lef

(21)

Substituting Eq. (5) into Eq. (15) gives

AW = e dts + 0, mpe:dW, (22)

Here mr =
ratio.
Let’s define dimensionless temperature as

" represents the air to solution mass flow rate
s

V=t / }_lfg (23)
Further define three new grouped parameters as

Ay = — Vs, AV =0s—0, and AWy =W,—-W,

(24)
Using these definitions to rearrange Egs. (13)—(14) and

(20)—(22), we can get the following set of differential
equations:

d

In this matrix equation, dNTU, = NTUdx,, the variable
vector Y represents a set of newly defined parameters in
Eq. (24)

Y= (A'ﬂfsa Aﬁsaa 4 Wsa)T (26)

and A represents the coefficients matrix

1 | B o _ BoPs
C: 14+Py Ler B

B 1-P. By P a B a
(Bra)Srratt s (Ba)R-alim s @7

eihigBoPy By ¢

CiB; 14+-P; E

Here B; = 6, + e’h‘b — &mres.
The boundary COIldlthl’lS of Eq. (10) are rewritten in
dimensionless form as
’l% = 19«“, VVa = Wa‘i for
195 = ﬁs,ia fs = 5s,ia
Yy =1v¢; for x=0

Xa=0

mgp =my; for X, =0 (28)

5. Analytical approach

Generally, all the elements in the coefficients matrix can
be approximated as constants. From assumptions in Sec-
tion 2, we can see that parameters r, C;, o, Ler, Ry, Rip
and hg, are constants. The changes of the mass flow rate
and the concentration of the desiccant solution are usually
small and the values of these variables appeared in above
equations can be evaluated as the averaged values. By, B
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and B, are approximately equal to unity and can also be
approximated as constants too. By above approximations,
Eq. (25) represents a set of linear and homogeneous ordin-
ary differential equations and can be solved analytically
subjecting to the boundary condition of Eq. (28).

For Eq. (29), the characteristic equation is as following:

JE—A|=0 (29)

Within the practical range of the operating conditions,
numerical calculation shows that the solution of this char-
acteristic equation will give three different real roots. Thus,
the analytical solution of Eq. (25) can be expressed as
follows:

Y — K(Cle/leTUX7 Cze}-zNTUx, CaeizNTUx)T (30)

The elements of coefficients matrix K = (k;),,; can be
determined by the following equation:

(GE — A) (ks ki ks) =0 (31)

By satisfying Eq. (30) to the top boundary condition, i.e.,
for NTU; =0, Y = Y, we can get

(Cy,Cy,C3)" =K 'Yy (32)

Here YT = (A’&fs‘Ty Aﬁsa,Ta A Wsa_’T)T.
(32) into Eq. (30), we get

By substituting Eq.

Y = Ke(NTU,)K 'Yy (33)
where
e/INTUy 0
e(NTU,) = e/2NTUx (34)
0 eNTUy

Setting NTU, = NTU in Eq. (33), we can get the function
vector at the heat exchanger’s bottom position as

Y; = BYr (35)
where the coeflficients matrix B is defined as
B = (b;);,; = Ke(NTU)K™' (36)

With known inlet conditions Egs. (28) and (35) corre-
lates five unknown variables Y, 50, Wso, Va0 and W,,
in three linear algebraic equations. In order to solve for
these variables, other confinements should be imposed.
Integrating Eq. (22) and rewriting the resultant equation
in dimensionless form give an expression for the equilib-
rium humidity ratio as follows:

Ws,x =d+ etljlfg'ﬂs,x + DO(Wa,x - Wa,T) (37>

Here, d is a constant and Dy = J, - ({mre:),,. Integrating
Eq. (14) and rewriting the resultant equation in dimension-
less form give an energy balance equation as follows:
C: (ﬂsﬁx - ﬁs,i) + Czéf('ﬂfﬁx - ﬁfAT) + Boéa(ﬁa,x - ﬂa,T)

+ By8y(Wax — War) =0 (38)

Substituting Eq. (37) for bottom position into Eq. (35)
can eliminate W, in the equations. By combining the
resultant equations with Eq. (38) for bottom position, the
following set of equations can be obtained after some
rearrangements:

F(ﬁf‘oa Q95.,07 79‘4‘0’ Wa,o)T =g (39)

where the expressions for coefficients matrix F and vector g
for different flow arrangements are given in Appendix A.
Solving Eq. (39) will give the dimensionless outlet parame-
ters to be determined. If parameter distribution needs to be
calculated, Eq. (33) should only be solved explicitly using
dimensionless parameters vector Yt as input parameters,
which can be determined from given values or analytical re-
sults of parameters at the top position of the exchanger.
This solution gives the dimensionless parameters defined
in Eq. (24) at any local positions. Further, Eq. (37) can
be rewritten as
Wan = Wa,T + (A Wsa —d— etzfgﬁs,x + Wa,T)/(DO - 1)

(40)
Substituting Eq. (40) into Eq. (38) and rearranging the
resultant equation will give an equation for calculating
Usx as follows:

B>,
Doy = ( Gi — CLOe AV, + Bodu Ay — ——— AW, | | G
’ Dy— 1
(41)
where G| = CiYs1 + Ciopdrt + BodaUat — gjiﬁ (War —d)
- By,

G2 = C: =+ CFéf =+ B()(Sa — ethfgz—

Do — 1

Based on the analytical results of parameters defined in Eq.
(24) and ¥, other dimensionless parameters such as J;x,
Yax and W, can be easily calculated.

6. Solution procedures

For a given set of control parameters (rig; or C:i, Ci,r,
o/Let, Ry, Ryp and NTU) and inlet conditions, it will still
be necessary to evaluate at first the constants and coeffi-
cients d, e,, ez, Dy, mg 4 or C,,,, Bo—B3, P\—P, for an ana-
lytical solution. In evaluating the values of mg ., or CZ,,,
By—Bs, Py and P,, the arithmetic mean values of tempera-
tures, concentrations and humidity ratios at extremity con-
ditions are used. d, e,, e; and Dy are evaluated according to
the following equations:

€ = [Ws(ts,maxa émax) =+ Ws([s,mam émin) - Ws(ts,min; 5max)

- Ws(tsﬁmin, émin)]/[z(ts,max - ts,min)] (42)
ei = [Ws(tsAmax, imax) + Ws(ts,miny émax) - Ws(tsjmaxy imin)

- Ws(ts,mina 5min)]/[2(€max - émin)] (43)
d= [Ws(és,iats,max) + Ws(és,iytstmin) + Ws(és,iats<av)]/3 — elsay
(44)

_ ) MR i
Dy = 5‘49555,1 1— mR,i(Wa,o — Wa,i) (45)

Here, ts,av = ([s,max + tsﬁmin)/2~
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Table 1
The procedure for the iterative processes of an analytical solution

Step no. Contents to be calculated/evaluated

Equations utilized

Solution procedure for outlet parameters

1 ts, max ts, min> Cmax,> Cmin,» @, €, €, Do, MR av, Cy 4y, Bo—B3, P1—P4 Eqgs. (42)—(47) and expressions for mg, C;, Bo—B3 and PP,
2 a; in matrix A ' Eq. (27)
3 M =3 Eq. (29)
4 kj; in matrix K Eq. (31)
5 b; in matrix B Eq. (36)
6 [ in matrix F, g; in vector g Equations in Appendix A
7 .0, 95,0, Va0, Wao Eq. (39)
8 tf.0s 50, tao, Cso Eq. (23) and expression for &,
9 Repeat steps 1-8 until converged results of outlet parameters are obtained
Solution procedure for parameter profiles
10 AV, Ay, AW sy Eq. (33)
11 Dsx Eq. (41)
12 Wax Eq. (40)
13 O x, Dax Eq. (24)
14 tixotaxs lsx Eq. (23)

* Initially, let ty0 = tais Wao = Wajs ts,min = tso = s Emin = Eso

In calculation, &in, Emaxs fs,min and % max are to be eval-
uated either. Though generally the solution is either cooled
or heated, the extremity values of desiccant solution tem-
peratures will not always be found at the inlet and outlet
positions. A vertex point of # (also ) may happen at
a position with the corresponding NTU, being located in
the open interval (0,NTU). Thus, a special scheme is
needed for finding the possible vertex point. For this pur-
pose, Eq. (41) is differentiated with respect to NTU, to
give:

dd,, 1 d A dAv,,
dNTU, G, <Cf5f aNTU, 2% N,
Bys, dAW,,
Dy — 1 dNTUx> (46)

The differential terms on the right hand side of Eq. (46) can
be calculated according to an equation obtained by differ-
entiating Eq. (33) as follows:

dY | de(NTU,)
dNTU,  dNTU,
ddsx

For the possible vertex point of vy, INTL should be equal
to zero and this position can be found using the binary
search algorithm. Values of f min and # max are determined
by comparing the values of bulk solution and interface
temperatures at the endpoints and the possible vertex point
inside the closed interval [0, NTU]J (if it exists). For practi-
cal dehumidification and regeneration processes, the solu-
tion is either diluted or concentrated. Thus, the &.;, and
Emax are determined by comparing the values of bulk solu-
tion and interface concentrations at the same positions. In
calculation, the outlet concentration can be calculated as
Eo = &si/[1 —mri(Wao — W,;)| and interface parameters
can be calculated using Eqgs. (6), (18) and (19).

In above evaluations, outlet parameters are needed.
Thus, an iterative procedure will be utilized for an
analytical solution. Usually, 3-5 steps in iteration will be

K 'Yr (47)

= b ts,max = Lo minT1 and &pax = Emint 0.001 for an arbitrary evaluation.

needed. Based on above discussions, a procedure for the
iterative processes of the analytical solution is presented
in Table 1.

7. Comparison and analysis

In order to demonstrate the validity of the analytical
approach, results of analytical solutions and numerical
integrations were compared for a set of typical operating
conditions using three different desiccant solutions (LiBr,
LiCl, CaCl,). Much accurate solutions of differential equa-
tions (1)—(10) can be obtained through numerical integra-
tion. In calculation, Eqgs. (11)—-(14) are used instead of
Egs. (1)~«4) and (9) for convenience. For analytical solu-
tion, constant approximations of mg,, or CHV, By, By,
B,, Py, P, P; and P, and linear approximation of satura-
tion humidity were adopted. These were the only differ-
ences between the analytical solutions and numerical
integrations. For comparison, a base case condition was
selected as with #; =20 °C, t,; = 30°C, & =35%, t,; =
35°C, W,; =0.02155 kg/kg (a), C; =4, C;; =0.5, r =8,
R, =0,Rp =0, 0/Le =1 and NTU = 3, using the aque-
ous LiCl solution. Other cases were obtained by varying a
variable or two from low to high values at a time. The
ranges of these variables were selected as to include most
of the cases usually encountered in practical applications
or for theoretical investigation purposes as follows:
tri =20-65°C, C; =2-16, t; =25-55°C, & = 10-55%,
C;; = 0.15-4, 1,; = 25-45°C, W,; = 0.01095-0.03289, r =
2-64, R, =0-1 and Ryp = 0-5000, o/Le; = 0.5-1.5 and
NTU = 0.2-10.0. Relative errors for outlet concentration
of solution, outlet humidity and enthalpy of air were
defined as the ratios of the difference between the analytical
and the numerical results to the overall changes by numer-
ical integrations (see in Table 2 for the mathematical
expressions). Firstly, comparison was made for the four
different flow arrangements of Fig. 2 under the base case



Table 2
Comparison of outlet parameters from analytical model and numerical integration for flow arrangement of Fig. 2a
Given conditions Analytical results Numerical integration Effectiveness Rel. errors
Case  Salt fri tsi &i (%) tai Wikg/  Ciy Cy; v Re R & NTU t5o &o () tao Wao kgl tro [ &o () tao Wao ke/  ew én e (%) ew (%) en (%)
no. (°C)  (°O) (°C)  kg(a) (°C) (0 (°C)  kgla) (°C)  (°0O) (°C)  kgla)
1 LiCl 20 30 35 35 0.02155 4 05 8 0 0 1 3 3146 3422 3232 25.53  0.00675 3147  34.12 3233 254 0.00679 0.848 0.796 —0.37 —0.27 —0.07
2 LiCl 20 30 35 35 0.02155 4 05 8 0 0 1 0. 2241 2743 3448 33.69  0.01887 2241 2747 3448 33.7 0.01887 0.154  0.137 0.00 0.00 0.13
3 LiCl 20 30 35 35 0.02155 4 05 8 0 0 1 10 3387 3599  31.89 21.74  0.00411 33.63  35.67 3197 21.53  0.0046 0.974 0955 -2.64 289 1.81
4 LiCl 20 30 35 35 0.02155 4 05 8 0 0 05 3 29.88 31.85 32.84 25.35  0.00977 2991 31.83 32383 2531 0.00977 0.677  0.671 0.46 0.00 —-0.10
5 LiCl 20 30 35 35 0.02155 4 05 8 0 0 15 3 32.06 3551 3213 25.39  0.00559 32.05 3535 3215 25.15  0.00573 0.909 0845 —0.70 —0.88 0.22
6 LiCl 20 30 35 35 0.02155 4 05 8 0 5000 1 3 28.11  29.58 3343 24.88  0.01319 28.15  29.56 3342 2491  0.01312 0.484  0.535 0.63 0.83 —0.46
7 LiCl 20 30 35 35 0.02155 4 0.5 8 03 0 1 3 29.89  31.83  32.60 28.7 0.00843 30.02 31.87 32.57 28.74  0.00823 0.765 0.678 1.23 1.50 —1.16
8 LiCl 20 30 35 35 0.02155 4 05 8 03 5000 1 3 27.12 2829  33.61 2692 0.01415 27.14 2827  33.60 2698  0.01412 0427 0457 0.71 0.40 —0.05
9 LiCl 20 30 35 35 0.02155 4 05 20 0 1 3 29.32 3690 3256 28.87  0.00817 2934  36.74 3257 28.77  0.00822 0.766  0.678 —0.41 —0.38 0.06
10 LiCl 20 30 35 35 0.02155 4 05 32 0 0 1 3 32.18 3297 3225 24.45  0.00633 32.18 3293 3226 2431 0.00638 0.871 0832 —0.36 —0.33 —0.03
11 LiCl 20 30 35 35 0.02155 4 0.15 8 0 0 1 3 31.23  33.38 27.73 25.69  0.00749 31.23  33.17  27.77 2542 0.00759 0.802 0.761 —0.55 —0.72 —0.05
12 LiCl 20 30 35 35 0.02155 4 4.0 8§ 0 0 1 3 29.65  31.59  34.65 2741  0.00728 29.66  31.61 34.65 27.38  0.00728 0.820  0.741 0.00 0.00 —0.07
13 LiCl 20 30 35 35 0.02155 16 05 8 0 0 1 3 2337  28.05 3217 2325  0.00582 2336 28.04 32.18 23.17  0.0059 0.899 0872 035 —0.51 0.23
14 LiCl 20 30 35 35 0.02155 205 8 0 0 1 3 3791  39.05 32.59 28.69  0.00837 38.01 3899 32.59 28.59  0.00834 0.759  0.676 0.00 0.23 —0.45
15 LiCl 20 30 35 35 0.03289 4 05 8 0 0 1 3 3636 39.92  30.77 27.6 0.00835 3636 39.66  30.79 27.28  0.00847 0.849 0793 —048 —0.49 —0.04
16 LiCl 20 30 35 35 0.01059 4 0.5 8§ 0 0 1 3 2646  28.06 34.02 23.75  0.00543 2648  28.09 34.02 23.7 0.00544 0.798  0.778 0.00 —0.19 —0.10
17 LiCl 20 30 35 25 0.01913 4 0.5 8§ 0 0 1 3 28.58  30.66  32.64 2398  0.00619 28.56  30.57 32.64 23.89  0.0062 0.863  0.788 0.00 —0.08 —0.20
18 LiCl 20 30 35 45 0.02155 4 05 8 0 0 1 3 3324 364 32.37 2672 0.00704 3329 3632 3238 26.56  0.00709 0.831 0799 -0.38 -0.35 —-0.07
19 LiCl 20 30 40 35 0.02155 4 05 8 0 0 1 3 3271 36.08 36.7 25.75  0.00478 3271 3594 36.71 25.57  0.00487 0.882 0822 —0.30 —0.54 0.09
20 LiCl 20 30 10 35 0.02155 4 05 8 0 0 1 3 2626  27.30 9.65 24.07  0.01647 2632 274 9.64 24.03  0.01638 0.603  0.657 2.78 1.74 -1.10
21 LiCl 20 25 35 35 0.02155 4 05 8 0 0 1 3 31.14 3397 323 2492 0.00650 31.17  33.89 3231 24.79  0.00657 0.860 0816 —0.37 —0.47 0.09
22 LiCl 20 35 35 35 0.02155 4 0.5 8§ 0 0 1 3 31.76 3443 3235 26.15  0.007 31.77 3435 3235 2599  0.00703 0.834  0.776 0.00 —0.21 —0.19
23 LiCl 65 45 35 35 0.02155 4 05 8 0 0 1 3 51.37 49.88  37.56 5521 0.03352 51.61  50.1 37.46 55.16  0.03307 0.329 0415 —407 -391 2.38
24 LiCl 65 55 35 35 0.02155 4 05 8 0 0 1 3 52.01  50.68  37.69 5585  0.03399 51.97 5044 3771 5592 0.03406 0.357  0.442 0.74 0.56 —0.47
25 LiCl 65 55 35 35 0.02155 64 2 64 0 0 1 3 63.17  61.92  36.53 6221 0.05069 63.15  61.92  36.56 62.18  0.05125 0.848  0.862 1.92 1.89 —1.34
26 LiBr 65 55 50 35 0.02155 4 0.5 8 0 0 1 3 53.67 5230 5226 56.98  0.03154 53.66  52.13  52.26 57.04  0.03156 0.365 0.476 0.00 0.20 —0.23
27 LiBr 20 30 50 35 0.02155 4 05 8 0 0 1 3 3131 34.14  46.88 2541 0.00604 3132 3406 469 2526 0.00612 0.861 0.809 —0.65 —0.52 0.10
28 CaCl, 65 55 35 35 0.02155 4 05 8 0 0 1 3 45.60  44.30  40.60 51.35  0.04753 4535 4359  40.73 51.46  0.04803 0.314  0.341 227 1.89 —1.04
29 CaCl, 20 30 35 35 0.02155 4 05 8 0 0 1 3 29.09 3097 33.19 2494 0.01092 29.13 3095 33.18 24.88  0.01089 0.766  0.740 0.55 0.28 —0.37

Definitions for relative errors: e; = (& — &5)/(& = &5), ew = (Wi — We )/ (Wi = Wi ), en = (K
Definitions for effectiveness values: ew = (Wa;j — Wao)/(Wai — Weltri, &i))s en = (hai — hao)/(hai — he(tri, Esi))-

n
a,0
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conditions. Parameter profiles were presented in Fig. 3.
From this figure, it can be apparently seen that the temper-
ature difference between fluid stream and desiccant solution
is not a simple exponential function of the space coordinate
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(d) For case of Fig. 2d

Fig. 3. Parameter distributions for different flow arrangements using LiCl
solutions under a typical condition with #; = 20 °C, ¢,; = 30 °C, & = 35%,
taj = 35°C, W,; =0.02155kg/kg (a), C; =4, C;; =05, r=8, Ry =0,
Rh[) = 0, G/Lef = 1, NTU = 3.

NTU,. Thus, the logarithmic mean temperature difference
as suggested by Hellmann and Grossman [3] is not appro-
priate. In addition, the interface temperature does not vary
linearly with the space coordinate. Though not shown in
Fig. 3, water content and enthalpy of air at the solution—
air interface do not vary linearly with the space coordinate
too. Nevertheless, the analytical results are in quite satis-
factory agreement with the results of numerical integra-
tions. Actually, the relative errors were found to be
uniformly less than 2%. For a systematic comparison, sim-
ulation results for a set of typical operating conditions were
presented in Table 2. From this table, it can be found that
the maximum relative errors in absolute values are 4.07%
for &,, 3.91% for W,, and 2.38% for h,,. Actually, few
cases with some unconventional operating conditions have
the maximum errors greater than 2%. The averaged errors
are much smaller, only 0.79% for &,, 0.77% for W,, and
0.46% for h,,. This error information further shows the
satisfactory agreement between the results of analytical
solution and numerical integrations. Thus, the validity of
the analytical method was demonstrated.

Further, the performance of the internally cooled or
heated desiccant units will be analyzed briefly in the follow-
ing discussions with the aid of the calculated distributions
and effectiveness values. Firstly, the effect of flow arrange-
ment on the performance of the units will be analyzed
briefly. It is seen that the flow arrangement of Fig. 2a gives
the highest dehumidification performance. This can be
explained in terms of the averaged air side mass transfer
potential, i.e., the humidity ratio difference between the
air and the solution—air interface. With flow arrangement
of Fig. 2a, the air flows countercurrently to the solution
and fluid streams. The most humid air enters the exchanger
in contact with a solution of the highest temperature and
lowest concentration and, in consequence, of the highest
equilibrium humidity ratio at the interface. Marching on
its flowing direction, the air is kept in contact with increas-
ingly cooler and more concentrated desiccant solution
except for a small entrance region of the solution. This
makes the flow arrangement of Fig. 2a have a more uni-
form distribution of mass transfer potential than the other
flow arrangements. For similarity, the uniformity principle
for the temperature difference in a heat exchanger [20]
should also apply for the mass transfer potential in a mass
exchanger. That is, the most uniform distribution will give
the greatest averaged mass transfer potential and, in conse-
quence, the highest dehumidification performance. For the
same reason, it is easy to understand why the flow arrange-
ment of Fig. 2d gives the lowest dehumidification perfor-
mance. Similar reason can also apply for the internally
heated liquid desiccant regenerators. For simplicity, later
discussions on more detailed performance analysis were
only made of the flow arrangement of Fig. 2a.

The unit performances can also be analyzed by their
effectiveness values. In Table 2, both humidity and
enthalpy effectiveness values are presented. In definitions
(also shown in Table 2), the equilibrium humidity
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We(tes, &,) and the equilibrium enthalpy (¢, &;) are the
extremity values that could only be reached by air through
an infinitely large heat and mass exchanger. Under base
case conditions (case 1) and the conditions of cases 27
and 29, the humidity effectiveness values are greater than
the enthalpy ones though o/Ler is equal to unity. This is
due to the fact that the internal heat transfer resistance
from fluid to solution or solution interface causes only a
relatively less significant elevation in equilibrium humidity
ratio than in temperature at the interface. Thus, a less sig-
nificant reduction in air side mass transfer potential than in
heat transfer potential results. Increasing the internal heat
transfer resistances decrease the humidity effectiveness val-
ues less significantly than the enthalpy ones (cases 7 and 9).
Of course, a more significant elevation is observed in the
enthalpy effectiveness value than in the humidity effective-
ness value with a decreased internal heat transfer resistance
(case 10). However, this phenomenon will be reversed for
the regeneration applications (cases 23-26, 28). While the
internal heat transfer resistances causes the internal
temperature drops, the equilibrium humidity ratios at the
interfaces will be more significantly reduced due to the
large slopes of equilibrium humidity ratio (e;) at high
solution temperatures. Thus, special attentions should be
paid to reduce the internal heat transfer resistance to
improve the regenerator design (case 25). By comparing
cases 1-3, it is observed that both effectiveness values
decrease with the decreasing NTU values, or vice versa.
With o/Le; = 0.5 (case 4), the air side mass transfer con-
ductance is greatly reduced in relative to the heat transfer
conductance and thus a greater reduction in the humidity
effectiveness value than in the enthalpy effectiveness value
results. The opposite phenomenon can be observed with
o/Ler = 1.5 (case 5). Cases similar to those discussed in ref-
erence [3] with negligible solution film heat transfer resis-
tances and equal mass transfer coefficients on both the
solution side and air side (i.e., Ryp = 1) were also simu-
lated. However, simulation results showed negligible effects
of solution film mass transfer resistances and are thus not
presented in Table 2. The reason can be given as follows.
With negligible solution film heat transfer resistances, Eq.
(6) can be approximately rewritten as (W,— W;) =
(—ezRwp)(Wy — W,). For the desiccant solutions utilized,
water is easily soluble and e is much less than unity. Thus,
(Ws— W) < (W;—W,) and liquid phase mass transfer
resistance can be negligible. In order to demonstrate the
effect of liquid phase mass transfer resistances, a much
greater mass transfer coefficient ratio of R,p = 5000 is uti-
lized in simulations (cases 6 and 8). Results show some
more significant reductions in the humidity effectiveness
value than in the enthalpy effectiveness value. Reducing
the solution mass flow rate (case 11) will increase the con-
centration change of solution. This will reduce the aver-
aged mass transfer potential and finally reduce the
humidity effectiveness value. However, an increased
humidity effectiveness value will not always be observed
with an increased solution mass flow rate (case 12). Too

much higher solution mass flow rate may prevent hot inlet
solution to be cooled effectively. This will result in an ele-
vated interface humidity ratio and reduce the mass transfer
potential. Thus an optimum solution mass flow rate for hot
inlet solution conditions exists. By comparing cases 13 and
14 with case 1, it is observed that the higher the fluid mass
flow rate is, the more effectively the solution is cooled and
the higher the heat and mass transfer potentials and perfor-
mances result. Cases 15-22 show that both the air and
solution inlet conditions affect the dehumidification perfor-
mances. The hotter or the dryer the air inlet conditions,
the lower the dehumidification performances due to the
reduced mass transfer potential. The same reason is
responsible for the lower dehumidification performances
with the hotter or more dilute inlet solution conditions.
Precooling or preheating the air and solution in dehumid-
ification or regeneration units, respectively, may help to
improve the unit performances. In conclusion, the humid-
ity and enthalpy effectiveness values are affected by all
the control parameters (rg; or C,;, Cf, r, 6/Ler, Ry, Rup
and NTU) and inlet conditions. This result indicates that
the easy to use model may not be appropriate for a broad
range of applications as discussed above.

8. Conclusion

The characteristic of internally cooled or heated liquid
desiccant—air contact units under more practical than con-
ventional operating conditions was discussed. One-dimen-
sional differential equations were utilized in the present
study to describe the heat and mass transfer processes in
such units with parallel/counterflow configurations. The
effects of solution film heat and mass transfer resistances,
the variation of solution mass flow rate, non-unity value
of Lewis factor and incomplete surface wetting conditions
were also considered in the model equations. An analytical
approach was developed that combines the simplicity of
solution and accuracy of a detailed model. Through com-
parison, results of analytical solutions were found to be
in quite satisfactory agreement with those of numerical
integrations.

The performances of the internally cooled or heated
liquid desiccant-air contact units were also analyzed.
Among the four possible flow arrangements of the parallel/
counterflow configurations, the flow arrangement with
air flowing countercurrently to the fluid and solution
streams gives the best performance. Increasing Ct, r, o/Ler,
NTU and decreasing R;,, Ryp increase the unit
performances. However, on optimum solution mass flow
rate may exist so that the air side mass transfer potential
can be maximized. Special attentions should be paid to
reduce the internal heat transfer resistance to improve the
regenerator design. The air and solution inlet conditions also
affect the unit performances too. Precooling or preheating
the air and solution in dehumidification or regenera-
tion units, respectively, will help to improve the unit
performances.



C.Q. Ren et al. | International Journal of Heat and Mass Transfer 50 (2007) 3545-3555 3555

Appendix A. Coefficients matrix F and vector g for Eq. (39)

For case of Fig. 2a,

I =1 bp b

0 1 b ba;

0 ehy by by —Dy

G G By B,

b1V + D1Ys; + bisd
by Vri + Dy¥si + V45 + band
b31V¢i + D3dsi + (1 — Do) W i + (b3 — 1)d
Cilri + Codsi + Boai + BaW i

F= (.fij)4x4 =

g=(g),=

(A-2)
For case of Fig. 2b,
-b; -1 0 0
—by 1 -1 0
F=(f),= - A-3
O B (A-3)
c o B B
—O¢i + D15 — b1p¥,; — bisW i + bisd
DoV — bV — bosW i + b3d
g= (gi)4 =

D3 — b30,5 + (Do — b33) Wi + (bss — 1)d
Cilri+ Codsj + Bo¥yi + By Wy

(A-4)
For case of Fig. 2c,
—bn —1 blZ b13
by 1 by by
F= (.fii)4x4 = 7 (A'S)
—b31 ehy by b3z — Dy
C; C! By B,
—¢i + D1V + b13d
Dydsi + V4 + basd
g=(g),= (A-6)
D3t + (1 — Do) W o5 + (bsz — 1)d
CiOei + CiYsi + Bo¥yi + BoW 4
For case of Fig. 2d,
1 -1 0 0
0 1 -1 0
F=(f), = - A-7
(flj)4><4 0 e/hfg 0 DO -1 ( )
c: C By B
bubi+DiVs; — biaUai+bi3(d — W)
by Ui+ DyVs; — bonVaj + bas(d — W)
g=(g)s=

b310ri + D3V — b3Uai + (Do — b33) Woi+ (b33 — 1)d
Cipi+ Ci¥si+ Boai +Ba Wy
(A-8)
In Egs. (A-1)~(A-8), Di=—bi +bi+bisehy, Dy=
—by1 + by + basehgy, D3y = —bsy + by + bsze h.
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